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Happy New Year from the Associate Parliamentary Design and Innovation Group!
Here’s what’s coming up in 2010…

Sustainable Design Parliamentary Seminar

In association with the APSRG and WRAP

Innovation in Construction, Dinner
In association with Buro Happold

Design and Procurement in the Public Sector, Report Launch
In association with the Design Business Association
(for more information on the report click here)

Designing for Rural Accessibility, Workshop
Constituency project with Robert Key MP
Sustainable Transport Technologies, Parliamentary Conference

In association with Frost & Sullivan

News from the last 30 days…
Design
Academics worry for future of creative industries here, and Elaine Thomas, Vice-chancellor of the University for the Creative Arts, writes for the Guardian on ‘Why design should be rated alongside science’, here. 

Protesters march over new research funding plans here and commentary from TLS here 

Creativity, risk and madness debated at The Edge conference, more here and here 
Social Media expert Gemma Went to join DBA for social networking workshop 16th February, more here
New Design Council research suggests the number of UK designers has increased by a quarter since the last survey in 2005, more here 

The Design Council brought together national and regional design support bodies for the first time for a one-day conference on strengthening the network. Speakers included Martin Bright of New Deal of the Mind (here), and the heads of DBA, BDI, CSD and D&AD. A summary of the day’s discussion is available here
Designs of the Time (Dott) Cornwall to launch showcase project for a playground whose apparatus will be designed to generate electricity, more here
Pioneering hygienic porter’s chair design enters production phase here
New Chief Executive appointed at the Intellectual Property Office here, and sign up to Anti Copying in Design’s No.10 petitions: support for Design Rights here and IP Damages here
DCSF commissions a book presenting the environmental views of children to delegates at the Copenhagen summit from designers Bentley Holland, more here
Future Jobs Fund: 200 jobs for Creative and Cultural Skills here 
Sir John Sorrell has been appointed by Prime Minister Gordon Brown as Business Ambassador to champion the UK's creative industries abroad, more here
Fashion and textiles skills council, Skillfast-UK, not relicensed, more here
Design Week’s end of 2009 round-up here
Dyson’s pop-up store open until 25th January, more here
To celebrate the 60th birthday of the invention of ergonomics (more here and here) the Design Museum hosts Real Design: Ergonomics exhibition here
Dieter Rams featured on BBC2’s Culture Show – read Tom Dyckhoff’s interview here, and read Rams’ 10 principles of good design here
The Oslo School of Architecture and Design hosts the first Nordic Service Design Conference, with a focus on participation, more here
And finally… After 12 years of charitable enterprise, the Audi Design Foundation is to close, more here
Innovation

Rumours of the impending launch of Apple’s latest innovation here
Business minister Pat McFadden visits the Coventry-based manufacturer, Modec, producing all-electric trucks for North and South America, more here
The North West’s video game industry has been given a £1 million boost from the Government’s Strategic Investment Fund, more here 
39 Insights into the makeup of innovative teams here
Business Week: ‘Innovation Is a Better Way to Compete’ here
BIS publishes sustainable development action plan here
Lord Drayson speaks at Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, Harwell here
Visit NESTA’s Innovation Index Project collaborative workspace here 
The Engineering Employers Federation (EEF) publishes a report suggesting the worst of the economic downturn for manufacturing is over, but signs for a strong rebound from recession next year remain "elusive", more here
Architecture and the Built Environment

The HAPPI (Housing our Ageing Population: Panel for Innovation) report calls for positive action in response to the UK’s ageing population.

Download RIBA’s manifesto here
A great building that has prompted the regeneration of an area celebrates its 5th Birthday: Sage Gateshead here
Sustainable development in London: Hackney’s Arcola theatre launched at City Hall here
Gordon Brown celebrates British architects with a reception at No.10 – read his address here
Saturday art and design classes: Sorrell foundation request for help here
The designers and architects leading change in 2010 here
Carbon-eating walls and urban lighting from sparkling bacteria here
In Parliament

APDIG Officer Claire Curtis Thomas to judge Axion sustainable design competition here
Government slashes marketing spend here 
Lords debate on Smarter Government here 

The creative industries contributed 6.4 per cent of the  gross value added in 2006. There are 1.9 million people in creative jobs, according to Lord Davies of Oldham, here
The Pre Budget Report 
· continuing support for electric vehicles, more here; 
· chancellor cites investment in science and targeted tax policy as reason for 60% increase in export of creative services since 2000 here; 
· 10% corporation tax rate on income which stems from patents in the UK here; 
· Design Week: Pre-Budget Report Unhelpful to Design Businesses here 
Cabinet Office 

· COI spent £83,643 on hotel accommodation for staff in 2008/09 here 

· Categorisation of employment through Future Jobs Fund here
Communities and Local Government 

· Sustainable Homes debate here
· Implementation of Operational Efficiency Programme here
· Public Service Delivery here 
· Eco-Towns Planning Policy Statement here
Children, Schools and Families

· Standards of Science classrooms in BSF here
Business, Innovation and Skills

· Assessment of the effects on the construction industry of the recession here
· Steps to increase the availability of public sector information to business, individuals and community organizations here
· Summary of discussions at EU Competitveness Council here
· 73,286 limited companies in the automotive industry registered with Companies House here
· Departmental support for the development of electric vehicles here
· Spend on advertising departmental contracts not recorded here
· NESTA’s endowment valued at 31 March 2009 as £326 million here
· Contraction in the Manufacturing Industries here
· United Kingdom Accreditation Service here
· Consultation on proposals for the Research Excellence Framework here
· Strategic Investment Fund allocation of funds to date here
· Enterprise deaths in manufacturing in 2008 here
Energy and Climate Change

· Innovation Investment Fund and Carbon Trust's Venture Capital Scheme here
Culture, Media and Sport

· Proportion of the budget for c&binet for 2009-10 that was spent on The Grove event in October 2009 here
Transport

· Funding for electric car charging points here
Westminster Hall Debates 

· Government Science Priorities here
· Manufacturing Industry here
Contact APDIG
For further information on any of the news features, to provide items for future e-newsletters, or to discuss APDIG events and membership please contact:

Jocelyn Bailey

Manager

Associate Parliamentary Design and Innovation Group

Policy Connect

CAN Mezzanine

32-36 Loman Street

Southwark

London SE1 0EH

020 7202 8588

www.policyconnect.org.uk

design@policyconnect.org.uk 

To unsubscribe, email jocelyn.bailey@policyconnect.org.uk with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line

The APDIG is supported by:
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