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APDIG News and Events
Eco-design for a resource efficient society
Parliamentary Seminar
2nd February 2010

In association with the APSRG and WRAP

Eric Illsley MP chaired this Parliamentary panel discussion which was well attended by stakeholders from across the spectrum of design and sustainable resource industries. Many thanks to our engaging speakers Richard Swannell (WRAP), Martin Charter (Centre for Sustainable Design), Rob Holdway (Giraffe Innovation) and Sophie Thomas (Design Council/ Thomas Matthews) for engendering such a lively discussion.
APDIG Officer Derek Wyatt commissions MyMP app for iPhone here and here, and calls for Apple designer Jonathan Ive to be knighted in a letter to the Observer, here
APDIG Officer Claire Curtis Thomas is to judge Axion sustainable design competition here
Design for our Built Environment: Innovation in Construction
Parliamentary Dinner
In association with Buro Happold

Design and Procurement in the Public Sector, Report Launch
2nd March 2010
12pm, House of Lords Terrace
In association with the Design Business Association
(for more information on the report click here)

Designing for Rural Accessibility, Workshop
Constituency project with Robert Key MP
Manufacturing for a Balanced Economy, Parliamentary Seminar

In association with the ERA Foundation

Sustainable Transport Technologies, Parliamentary Conference

In association with Frost & Sullivan

News from the last 30 days…
Design

Design Council launched their Design Out Crime programme here with the next generation of British pint glass prototypes due to be unveiled at the Design Council 4th February.
Design Council appointed former IDEO partner Matt Hunter as new Chief Design Officer here
A new patron for the Design and Technology Association in James Dyson, here
New food labeling legislation launched here
State of the Arts conference here and here
Anthony Gormley chairs Brit Insurance awards jury here and shortlist announced here and here
Tom Bewick steps down from CCSkills to become new Chief Executive of Enterprise UK here
Defra product roadmap: clothing, next conference 23rd February, more here
UKTI on sustainable fashion here
The Conservatives would slash spending on Government advertising straight away if they won this year's General Election, shadow chancellor George Osborne says, more here 

Depressingly, Greg Hands MP has openly questioned the need to outsource Government design. More here.
Design Council partners with the Economist for their forthcoming conference The Big Rethink, more here
Pearson Lloyd and fashion designer Ben de Lisi are among those working on developing new products and systems to improve dignity for patients in hospitals as part of a programme from the Design Council and the Department of Health, here and here
Neil MacGregor on the oldest product designers: ‘It’s making things and then coming to depend on those things that sets us apart from all other animals; and ultimately turns us into the humans we are today…’ BBC Radio 4 and British Museum collaborate on A History of the World in 100 Objects, more here
Social Media expert Gemma Went to join DBA for social networking workshop 16th February, more here
Sign up to Anti Copying in Design’s No.10 petitions: support for Design Rights here and IP Damages here
Philippe Starck goes green with 2 new wind turbine designs here 

Designer Eric Spiekermann on the fear of the new here
Innovation

Apple launches the iPad here, read some good things about it here, some bad things about it here, and some mixed feelings about it here. 
Policy Exchange publish At a Rate of Knots - improving public transport on the River Thames here
The Innovation Unit suggests that public services can learn from John Lewis to better engage professionals and the public in their public services, here
Consumer Electronics show in Las Vegas here, see this year’s ‘innovation honorees’ here
The next Innovators Council will be held on 10 February 2010, looking for suggestions from the front line in improving public services here
Leaders of the Russell Group of leading universities today warn the government that planned £2.5bn cuts will bring the higher education system "to its knees" here
NESTA: Big Green Challenge Winners announced here (Communities lead the way in reducing CO2 emissions as NESTA reveals winners of £1 million Big Green Challenge Fund)
Do your bit to reduce your carbon footprint here
NESTA appoints Dr Mike Lynch, Chairman of Autonomy, and Matthew Mead, partner at 3i, to the NESTA investments team here
Innovation in the news: the Design Council’s media round-up here
Waste management and eco-design special in the FT here
Architecture and the Built Environment

Blueprint editor Vicky Richardson to join British Council as Director of Architecture, Design, Fashion here 
Facing up to rising sea-levels: Building Futures and the Institution of Civil Engineers have published a report suggesting houses on stilts, floating communities and returning urban areas to saltmarsh should all be considered as part of radical approaches to tackling the threat posed to coastal cities by flooding, more here
Ecobuild 2010 is coming up here
The Construction Skills Network published a report suggesting the construction industry will only see a slow return to growth over the next few years here
Architect I.M. Pei will receive the Royal Gold Medal 2010 from the RIBA on Thursday 11 February, more here
The weird, wonderful and simply curious from today’s built environment here
RIBA urges members to get political and engage here
Did architects fail Haiti? Some reflections here and here
Manufacturing
Times commentary on the future of British industry here
Analysis of Going for Growth strategy from The Manufacturer here
Stephen Bayley thinks ‘Britain should be a workshop, not a casino’ here (Making real products is far superior to having a lust for quick returns. It recognises the crucial link between effort and reward)

Exports are key to economic growth, says E&Y here
The challenge facing designers in making electric vehicles desirable as well as useful here
Footwear manufacturer Nike cuts its carbon footprint here
Where have our young Einsteins gone? The Times discusses the plight of young inventors here
Vince Cable on GMTV: “They (banks) are going to remain important, but British economy has got to be mush more diverse. We’ve got to have a much better balanced economy,” he said.

In Parliament

New Year Honours go to:
· Anthony SIMONDS-GOODING (CBE), Chairman, D&AD. For services to the Creative Industries.

· Gareth HOSKINS (OBE), For services to Architecture.

· Stephen JONES Milliner (OBE), For services to the Fashion Industry.

· Amanda WAKELEY (OBE), Designer. For services to the Fashion Industry.

· Mark WILKINSON (OBE), For services to the Furniture Industry and to Charity.

Lord Howarth of Newport writes for ePolitix.com, ahead of his oral question on public funding for university museums and galleries, here
What arms-length bodies the present government plans to abolish, here
Plans for the creative industries of Hackney to take over the media centre in the Olympic development, post-2012, as discussed in the Lords here
The Rt Hon John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of Commons and IPT President has confirmed that he will speak at the seminar Opening up the House through ICT on 3 March 2010. Mr Speaker will address 'The Importance of an IT-literate legislature'.
EDM 642 – National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts Big Green Challenge Awards here
Priorities for STEM subjects debated in the Lords here
Digital Economy Bill continues its progress through the Lords here
Industry and Parliament Trust to collaborate with Design Council to offer Design and Innovation Fellowships, more here 

Business, Innovation and Skills

Going for Growth strategy announced here, Lord Mandelson discussed the new strategy (“Balanced, high growth, low carbon, knowledge economy. Private capital and private enterprise will create the jobs and drive the growth. An open market, a modern planning system and the right regulatory burden will give companies the freedom to innovate and grow”) here, and read more about it/ download it here
OGC published the follow up ‘Policy through Procurement Action Plan’ here, stating lowering barriers for SME participation as a key objective
Culture, Media and Sport
Still no indication from the DCMS of how many jobs the Government’s flagship Future Jobs Fund has created here
New arts jobs for young people include design apprenticeships, more here
Westminster Hall Debates 
Manufacturing in UK here
Carbon Capture and Storage here
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